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October 26, 1906 1260 

Reports from Gienfuegos — Inspection and fumigation of vessels — 
Sanitary conditions — Yellow fever — Leprosy — History of yellow- 
fever case. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Marsillan reports, October 12 and 15, as 
follows: 

Week ended October 13, 1906: 



i inspected and bills of health issued 5 

Crews inspected 162 

Vessels fumigated prior to sailing 3 

Immune certificates issued 3 

The ve-sels fumigated were steamship Ole Bull for Mobile, steamship 
Vivina for Pensacola, and steamship Dortmund for New Orleans. 
Two vessels were inspected and temperatures 'of crews taken, the 
steamship Camaguey for New York, and steamship Manzanillo for 
New York via Santiago de Cuba. 

The sanitary condition of the city infected, yellow fever being 
present, and one case of leprosy reported and confirmed by local board 
of health. This city in its central part looks quite clean, but the inte- 
rior of man} 7 houses and the environs are in a miserable condition of 
uncleanness. 

Two cases of yellow fever are reported this week in the city, but 
only one is confirmed. This is the case I reported by cable on October 
11. The other case is one 1 reported as suspicious at "La Co Ionia 
Espafiola." The opinion of physicians here is divided as to this case. 
The history of the case seems to show it to be acute yellow atrophy of 
the liver. The patient, as 1 saw him on the 13th instant, has a dark 
mahogany color of the skin, no black vomiting, very little fever, slow 
pulse and very little or no urea in the urine; no hemorrhage. The 
patient is held isolated in a properly prepared room as a good precaution. 

There are 2 cases of qtiarantinable diseases in the city. The mos- 
quito brigade consists of 10 men; ought to have 20 or more. 

The sanitary conditions at Cruces and other interior towns of this 
Province are reported as extremely bad. A sanitary commission from 
Habana is doing sanitary work of disinfection at Cruces at present. 

History of yellow fever case. — M. R., a native of Orense, Spain, 27 
years old, with one year of residence in Cuba, was taken .sick at Cruces, 
in this Province, some time before the 7th of this month. On the 7th 
he came to this cit\ r and entered the hospital, with a temperature of 
37.1° C. As his temperature continued to rise, the case was suspected 
to be yellow fever after the 9th instant, but the diagnosis was not con- 
firmed until the 10th, when the examination of the blood was made. 
When I snw the case yesterday the patient was in the third stage or 
collapse with dry tongue and skin, characteristic jaundice, and little 
vomiting. His mind was quiet, and- he had a temperature of 36.3° C. 
His pulse was soft, compressible, and irregular. Tho he is in a dan- 
gerous stage, he may" recover. The case is well isolated, with wire 
netting in the doors and windows of his room, and all precautions are 
taken to prevent the spread of the disease. 

I am informed that there had been at Cruces 3 more cases, two of 
which have ended fatally, and one, in a little girl 9 years old, con- 
tinues. These cases all occurred among Spaniards recently arrived in 
Cuba. They were all taken sick almost at the same time in one local- 
ity, in the town of Cruces. 
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All vessels foi the south are' fumigated by me and temperatures of 
crews taken. 

No new case of j'ellow fever is reported to-day. 

A suspicious case was held under observation at La Oolonia Espanola, 
conveniently isolated, but it proved to be icterus grave. 

The sanitary condition of the city is bad. 

Report from Flabana — Inspection and fumigation of vessels — Dengue 
fever — Yellow fever — Proposed sanitary 'measures to prevent spread 
of yellow fever in Santa Clara Province. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon von Ezdorf reports, October 16, as 
follows: 

Week ended October 13, 1906: 

Vessels inspected and bills of health issued 22 

Vessels not inspected and bills of health issued 6 

Crew of outgoing vessels inspected 3, 732 

Crew of outgoing vessels not inspected 198 

Passengers of outgoing vessels inspected - 252 

Passengers of outgoing vessels not inspected 173 

Immune certificates issued 74 

Pieces of baggage inspected 50 

Vessels fumigated prior to sailing 6 

There were 7 new cases and 1 death from yellow fever reported in 
Habana during this week. From this it may be judged that the dis- 
ease is on the increase. 

During the month of September 35 cases of dengue were reported. 

I learn that the sanitary forces in Habana will be increased. It is 
proposed to have 50 inspectors for oiling and under each inspector 4 
men to do oiling of breeding places for mosquitoes. I am informed 
that fumigation of houses is now being more generally done with 
sulfur. 

Since the case and death from yellow fever which occurred at Cruces 
on September 18, 1906, 3 other cases have been reported from there 
as follows: One on October 8, died October 10; 1, October 13, found at 
Cienfuegos; 1, October 13, confirmed at Cruces. I obtained from the 
superior board of health a report of measures to be adopted to control 
the spread of the disease. The report was as follows: 

Investigations made by the department have brought to light the existence of a 
dangerous focus of yellow fever at Cruces, on the Cuban Central Railroad. The 
recent disturbances had interrupted all municipal control in that district and all 
communication with Habana. A certificate of death by yellow fever issued on the 
18th of September did not reach this department until the 22d. Unfortunately the 
same disturbed condition of the country prevented the instituting of the necessary 
measures for the control of the disease. Three other cases have since originated 
from the same center. One of them had moved from Cruces and was discovered in 
the city of Cienfuegos. 

The central position and railroad connections of Cruces make it a dangerous focus 
against which most energetic measures must at once be established. Dr. C. Delgado 
is already in charge there. 

The plan which I would suggest, subject to ulterior modification, is as follows: . 

For sanitary purposes we shall consider as the infected zone the 4 adjacent districts 
of Cruces, Ranchuelo, Palmira, and Lajas, the 3 last named being the nearest rail- 
road stations on the 3 lines which, meeting at Cruces, diverge therefrom toward the 
cities of Santa Clara, Cienfuegos, and all the important cities lying to the north and 
northwest of Cruces. 

Chief inspectors will be appointed to direct the work to be done at each of the 
above-mentioned places. 'In addition to the measures which were successfully 
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